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THE LOST SON; 
AN AFFECTING HISTORY. 


[From Euphemia, a Novel, in 4. Vol: 12mo. by Mrs. Charlotte-Len- 
nox, Author of the Female Quixote, &c.] 


(Continued from Page 208). 


Mrs. Benson To Mrs. Hartey. 


ve may remember, Madam, when I fent you the melan- 
choly relation of his lofs; that I mentioned William’s dif- 
appearing, having declared that he would find him or never re- 
turn, He informs us, that, traverfing the wood in fearch of him; 
in great agitation of mind, he thought he heard the feeble cry of a 
child. He flew to the place from whence the found proceeded ; 
he faw, with inconceivable tranfport, his dear little charge lying 
atthe foot of a tree. The child perceived him, and with a joy- 
ful {cream made a motion to rife, but was evidently too weak 
being almo% fpent with his wanderings in that pathlefs foreft. 
William took him in his arms ; and while he preft him to his 
bofom; his tranfport breaking out in tears, the little creature {troked 
his cheeks, and gave him a hundred kifles, in token of his joy and 
gratitude. 
Uncertain which way he fhould direét his fteps, in order to 
carry him fooneft back to the place where he had left his mafter, 


he food a few moments looking round him, when fuddenly a 
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party of about twenty Indians came pouring from 2n eminence 
behind him, two of them feized him, and a third took the child Gut 
of his arms. 

William in agonies, left they fhould hurt the child, implored 
their mercy with tears and fupplicating geftures, which they took 
no notice of. But the fcreams of the child feemed to give the 
Indian offence; for he fhook him with a menacing air, which had 
fuchan effeét upon him, that he became inftantly filent, and held 
up his little hands for pardon. 

This aétion was obferved by an Indian woman in their com- 
pany, on whom the beauty of little Edward had- teemed to make 
fome impreffion, She approached the Indian who held him, and 
{poke fome words to him, upon which he delivered the child to her, 
who, feeling itfelf encouraged by thofe figns of compaffion that 
were ftrongly marked in her countenance, held out its arms to 
her; which feemed to pleafe her fo much, that fhe put him ten- 
derly to her bofom, and covered him with her mantle, where, tired 
with his wanderings, he foon fell afleep. 

Thefe Indians, who belonged to a Huron village in the depen- 
dance of Canada, and who had come down to the Englifh fettle- 
ments to difpofe of their furs, now prepared to return to theit 
canoes, which they had drawn afhore at the diftance of five miles. 
‘They bound William’s hands behind his back, and led him along 
with a cord they had tied round his waift, regardlefs of histears 
and entreaties. ‘They told him in French (of which the Canadian 
Indian tribes, who have miffionaries fettled amongft them, al 
underftand a little) that having loft one of their companionsin 
this expedition, by an accident, they were carrying him to the mo- 
ther of the deceafed, in order, that by adopting him, fhe might 
replace her dead fon. 

William underftood enough of the language to be able to 
comprehend all the horror of his deftiny, which was greatly 
aggravated by his reflections on the diftrefs he had brought upon 
his mafter and miftrefs, in the lofs of their child; whote fate he 
lamented, he faid, more than his own. 


The Indian women are extremely fond of their caildren, and 


take the utmoft care of them while they are young. She who 
had adopted little Edward, fhewed an atfection for him equal to 
that fhe had felt for her own fon, who died a few days before fhe 
accompanied her friends in this expedition. 
Thefe Indians belonged to a tribe called Hurons, who wert 
{ctyod about quec leagues from Montreal. They are Cn 
al 
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and have a miffionary who always refides amongft them, and for 
whom they have the higheft refpect and reverence. During their 
journey to their own village, which was very tedious, and fome- 
times performed in canoos, fometimes by land, the Huron woman 
was very attentive to the prefervation of the child, feeding it 
plentifully with a preparation of maice, which they call fagamity. 
—They boil it in the ear while it is yet tender, afterwards roaft it 
alittle, then feparate it from the ear, and leave it to dry-in the fun: 
Inthis ftate it will keep a long time. They commonly make 
their provifion of it for long journies, and complete the drefling 
of it, when they want it, by boiling it in water, and ithas then an 
excellent flavour. 

William, who often travelled in the ‘fame canoo with this 
Huron woman and his young mafter, faw with pleafure that the 
child began to relifh this food; but was pierced to the heart, he 
faid, when he would innocently afk, when he fhould fee his 
mamma? and wheh fhe would come to him ? 

Atlength they reached their village : The Huron woman car- 
ried Edward to her cabin. ‘The family, who had loft a relation 
in this expedition, willingly received William in his place. Some 
days afterwards a feaft was made, during the courfe of which, he 
received, in a folemn manner, the name of him whom he re- 
placed ; and from henceforth, not only fucceeded to all his rights, 
but likewife became liable to all his obligations. 

The miffionary, who was of the order of the Jefuits, finding 
William was bred a Proteftant, immediately fet about convert- 
ing: him tothe Catholic Faith, as he termedit. William liftened 
tohis documents with great attention, and fhewed.a docility 
which pleafed the father greatly; who expreffed a friendfhip for 
him, that gave him hopes, he might be able one day, by his means, 
to recover his liberty, and reftore Edward again to his parents. 
But it was neceilary to obferve great caution in'this defign ; for 
if the Indians had received the leaft intimation of it, they would 
have put him to death, nor could the father have protected him ; 
who, when he was informed by him, that Edward was the fon of 
an Englifh officer of family and fortune, exprefled fome compaffion 
for his fate, and the grief his parents miuft feel for his lofs; but 
his zeal, flattered with the expectation of making him a good 
Catholic as he crew up, and his fear of endangering the fuccefs 
of his miffion, if he gave any offence to the Indians by endeavou~ 
ring to effect his deliverance, prevented him from forming any 
{cheme in his favour. 
2E2 William 
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William had been now four months in the Huron village, when 
he was obliged to join a hunting party compofed of feveral young 
Indians, to whom, by the right of adoption, he was now related, 
He told us, that when he went to take leave of little Edward 
his emotions, which he confidered as a fad prefage that he thould 
fee him no more, were fo violent, as expofed him to the ridicule 
of his companions, and obliged him to affect a more than ordj- 
nary degree of alacrity afterwards, in order to wear off the un 
favourable impreffion. 

His apprehenfions were realized. Being obliged to.go toa 
great diftance from their own, village, in queft of game, they 
were encountered bya more numerous party of the Algonguins, 
a tribe of Indians, with.whom the Hurons were always at enmity; 
a battle enfued; feveral of the Hurons were killed, and twoof 
the Algonguins ; William was wounded and taken prifoner, 
He had the good fortune to be again adopted ; the mother of an 
Aigonguin, who was killed, confented to replace her fon by this 
captive, whofe figure pleafed her. 

His condition here was much worfe than it had been with the 
Hurons; he was not only feparated from the dear child, who was 
his only comfort, aud whofe deliverance he always hoped to ac- 
compliih, but he was now adopted into an idolatrous nation, 
whole favage cuftoms and manners filled him with horror and 
difmay. * 

Here, my dear Madam, we muft leave the unfortunate Wil- 
liam, and return to our dear little boy, whoin a few wecksafier 
his departure, loft his affectionate nurfe, who was feized witha 
fever, which proved mortal. 

Whea the miffionary attended her to receive her confeftion, 
and prepare. her for death, the furprifed him with a declaration, 
that fhe could not die in peace, unlefs he promifed to ufe his ut- 
mo(t endeayours. to reftore her adopted child to his natural pa- 
rents, 

The Huron Judians of this village are, it feems, very fincere 
Chriftians ; they refpected this woman’s pleas of confcience, and 
readily coniented that the father fhould take what meafures he 
thought fit to fulfil her requeft. She died contented, after ems 
racing the child with the ftrongeft marks of affection, 

The miffionary immediately took him to his own cabin, where 
he treated him. with great tendernefs, He wrote to the Father 
Rector of the Jefuits College in Montreal, gave him an account 
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of the whole’ affair, anddefired:his advice in what manner he 
fhould proceed. 

The Rector fent for the child, His beauty and fprightlinefs 
pleafed him. In a fhort time, the amiablenefs of his manners, 
and his, infinuating {weetnefs and gentlenefs of difpofition, en- 
gaged his affections fo powertully, that not being able to bear the 
thoughts of parting with him, he was lefs active than he ought 
to have been, in his endeavours to reftore him to his parents. 

Itis true, that the miffionary could give him but little intelli- 
gence.—All he had learned from William, with whom he never 
chofe to converfe upon the fubject, was, that he was the fon of an 
Englifh officer of family and fortune, but his name he knew not, 
nor where he was ftationed, ‘The place indeed where the In- 
dians found him, might naturally have led. him to conclude, that 
his father belonged to.the troops of New-York ; and the fingular 
mark upon the child’s breaft could not fail of making him-be ac- 
knowledged.—But till there were many difficulties to be got over 
before this could be done; and the Father Reétor made the moft 
of them. 

Meantime, finding in him an aftonifhing capacity, he cul- 
tivated his natural abilities with the utmoft care. Being a man of 
genius, and an excellent fcholar, the littke Edward, under his 
tuition, advanced fo faft in his learning, that he was confidered as 
aprodigy. He was not only a favourite in the college, but all the 
perfons of any fafhion in Montreal, were fond of the handfome 
little Huron ; for a good grace is to the body, what good fenfe is to 
the mind, it creates refpect and conciliates kindnefs. He learned 
to dance, to fence, to ride, with the principal youth of the city. 
He was admired and beloved—but he was not happy: As his 
years increafed, he fighed in fecret for that fwect intercourfe of 
parental affection, aud filial duty and tendernefS; impreflions 
which he had received from nature, which he felt in early child- 
hood, and were itrengthened with the growth of his reafon, 

His preceptor had takencare to fow the feeds of piety in his 
mind ; but thefe feeds, being to {pring up and flourifh ina religion 
loaded with inextricable difficulties, defaced by abfurdities, errors, 
and contradictions, which his natural fagacity, aided by reflection 
uncommon at his age, enabled him to ditcover : No wonder that 
their growth was.checked, and that he was involved ina labyrinth 
of doubts and perplexities, which was likely to have the fatal ten- 
dency of making him indifferent to religion itfelf, 
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One of Mrs. Neville’s firft Cares,‘ was to prevent this mif- 
fortune, by giving him right notions of the Chriftian religion, as 
taught by the divine founder of it. He grows more enlightened 
every day, and improves in the ftudy of the Scriptures ; and when 
he has Englith enough, the excellent fermons of Doétor Clarke, 
the beft expounder of them, will make, I hope, a good Proteftant 
of a very indifferent Roman Catholic. 

The people at Montreal had a fufpicion, that the Father Reétor, 
from the high opinion he entertained of our Edward’s natural 
abilitics, had formed the defign of making a Jefuit of him, con 
ceiving that he would, in time, become an ornament ‘to their 
order ; andhence might arife the indifference he exprefled about 
reftoring him to his parents and his country ; 2 defign univer. 
fally difapproved. But if this was his defign, Providence de. 
feated it by enabling William, at length, to efcape from the Al- 
gonguins, and to arrive ,at Montreal, after having furmounted 
dangers, and fuffered hardfhips, to which human nature feemed 
wholly unequal. 

His intention was to proceed to Quebeck, and to petition tht 
Governor in behalf of Edward ; hoping to intereft his juftice 
and compaffion for the fon of an officer, who was heir toa con- 
fiderable name and fortune. 

in order to know if the dear boy was ftill alive, he went to 
the Jefuits College, where-the Huron miffionary was fometimes 
to be met with. He prefented himfelf at the gate, at the very 
moment when the Father Reétor, accompanied by the principal 
genticmen of Montreal, were coming out, among whom was 
Edward. The fqualid appearance of thisIndian, as William was 
fuppofed to be ; his body almoft finking with fatigue, and ema- 
ciated with famine, drew every eye upon him, while his were 
eagerly fixed upon our dear boy, whom he inftantly knew. He 
threw himfelf upon his knees, thanking Heaven for fo happya 
meeting! then fuddenly clafping him in his arms, wet his face 
with a fhower of tears. ‘The company thought he was intoxi- 
cated, as the Indians are too apt to be,and pufhed him away: 
But Edward, whonow perfectly recollected him, cried out, with 
great emotion— 

Oh ! do not drive him away—It is William !” 

“ And who is William, child?” faid the Father Rector. 

“« Tam his father’s fervant, Sir,” faid William. Captain 
Neville is his father, and my mafter; a gentleman of high for- 
tune. A party of Hurons carried thechild and me off, about 
eight 
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eight years ago. I became a prifoner to the Algonguins, and was 
adopted by them: But fortunately, after a long captivity, have 
made my efcape from them : and now, if I can carry my matter’s 
fon back to him, and his afflicted lady, I fhall be contented.” 

The Father Reétor ftood filent a few moments; during which 
time, William was kiffing the hands of Edward, and bathing them 
with his tears. 

“ Your mafter’s fon,” faidthe Rector, “ hada fingular mark 
upon his breaft ; do you know what itis!” “ Yes, Sir,” replied 
William ; “ it isa bow and arrow.” 

«“ There needed not this confirmation,” faid a gentleman, 
who had always been particularly folicitous that Edward fhould be 
reftored to his parents: “ The young gentleman immediately 
recollected this man, notwithftanding he was fo young when they 
were feparated, and the alteration that years and mifery have made 
inhis perfon—It is juft that he fhould be immediately fent back 
tohis parents; the Governor will, doubtlefs, be of the fame 
opinion.” 

«“ There is no neceffity for any application to the Governor,” 
faid the Father Reétor, who thought fit to yield with a good grace ; 
“ Thave no reafon to be afhamed of the improvements my young 
pupil has made under my tuition; I will complete the good work, 
andtake upon myfelf the care of providing for his return to the 
Englith colonies.” 

He was as good as his word. William’s ftrength was reftored 
by proper nourishment, and decent clothing was provided for 
him. 

Edward’s time was fufficiently employed till their departure, 
in paying farewel vifits to his numerous friends and admirers at 
Montreal, and in attending to the departing documents of the 
Father Rector ; among which religion held the firft place. 

When the moment of parting came, the good father mixed 
fomany tears with his embraces, that Edward, quite overcome 
with gratitude, tendernefs, and grief, almoft fainted in his arms, 
They were obliged to carry him away by force ; and it was many 
hours before his mind was free enough froin thofe impreflions to 
entertain thofe natural emotions of joy which the expectation of 
feeing his parents excited. 

This joy, however, was not without alloy: It was poffible 
one or both his parents might be dead, and he might be again an 
orphan, without having the good fortune to meet with fuca a pro- 
tector as he had found in the good Jefuit. His mind was thus 
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fluctuating between hope and fear, when they arrived at Ofwego; 
and here William affured him they fhould get certain intelligence 
of all they fo much defired to know. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





ON PERSONAL SINGULARITY. 


Feenum habet in cornu ; longe fuge. 


Hor. Sat. IV. Lib. I, 
Fly far that beaft ; his horns are tipp’d with hay. 


Te: the PRIN T ER, - 
SIR, 


T. is obvious, that fingularity, whether corporeal, intellectual, 
or moral, is an object of no fmall curiofity, and infpires us 
with different emotions, aceording to its various afpeéts ; but 
here it is my intention, to limit my views, to fuch corporeal fine 
gularities, whether natural or accidental, as confift in mere dee 
tects or redundancies of form. 

In my younger years, to divert the languor of a fedentary life, 
[applied myfelf to mufic. In thofe days, a ftranger who pros 
fefied that art, arrived in the town where I lived : To him] pres 
fently had recourfe as a mafter; but he being nearly feven feet 
high, in all his public appearances therefore, not only the mul- 
titude, but even thofe from whom better manners might have 
been expected, gaped, ftared, and pointed him out as a prodigious 
phenomenon in nature. This they continued to do, till the puor 
man, who was naturally modeft, and fhrunk from public obfet- 
vation, determined to leave the place, and return tohis own coun 
try, where, though ftill extraordinary, he might appear lefs won 
deriul, ‘Thus he facrificed confiderable emoluments, to his enor- 
mity of height: And the town, by its culpable curiofity and in 
decent behaviour, lofta better mafter then ever it could fince 
boaft. 

Not many years ago, a gentleman whohad confiderable hefi« 
tation in fpeaking, faw a beautiful lady of his acquaintance in the 
fireet, and eagerly ran to addrefs her; but not being able to ac+ 
coft her with fufficient promptitude, fhe rudely thus anticipated 
what he had to fay: “ I know, Sir, you want to afk me how I 
do; { will fave you the trouble ; and fo, your humble fervant, 
Sir.” Speaking thus, fhe left him with accelerated pace, whilft 
he, 
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he, cafting his eyes to the ground, ftood fixed in a momentary 
ftupor ; then, breathing a deep figh, flowly left the place. The 
lady had removed with a loud laugh, which, in the enjoyment of 
confcious wit, fhe continued: But wretched is the triumph even 
of real wit, when it exults over diffident humanity ; more wretched 
ftill, when an affectation of wit, as in the cafe before us, is elated 
with felf-approbation, at the expence of politenefs and delicacy. 
I have fomewhere read a bitter complaint of a blind man who was 
grofsly treated in this way, which be pleafed to receive in his own 
words : 

Hence oft the hand of ignorance and fcorn; 

To barb’rous mirth abandon’d, poihts me out 

With idiot grin : The fupercilious eye, 

Oft, from the noife and glare of profperous life, 

On my obfcurity diverts its gaze, 

Exulting ; and with wanton pride elate, 

Felicitates its own fuperior lot. 

Inhuman triumph ! hence the piercing taunt 

Of titled infolence inflicted deep. 


Being once defired by fome friends to attend them to a public 
breakfaft, I was equally ftruck with admiration and furprife, to 
fee the gentleman who prefided, called the Polifh Count: His 
perfon about 32 inches high, exactly proportioned in all his parts ; 
his motions were agreeable and eafy ; his converfation affable 
and intelligent ; fo that the gentlemen of malignant curiofity, 
could find nothing to gratify their fpleen, either in his figure or 
difcourfe ; yet it was not long at a lofs for a proper object; they 
talked of fuch a little creature being married, and having children, 
not without fome farcaftic praifes of his Lady’s truth and ho- 
nour. Some of thefe ironical fpectators, in order more per- 
fedtly to perceive and enjoy the contraft, had introduced a foldier 
of a gigantic ftature, who approached the Count, and began to 
play with the curls of his hair: This appeared to the Count fo 





ruftic and unmanly, that he turned round in refentment, exclaim~ 
ing that his foul was greater than this man’s, in proportion as his 
body was lefs. Thus, in gratifying an ill-natured wit, they loft 
a purer and more exalted pleafure of contemplating nature, in the 
Various operations of her hand. ‘Thus were the charms of a 
pleafing and enlightened converfation, much obfcured, if not en- 
tirely hid from their view: Thus, in fhort, the agreeable mo- 
dulations of a guitar, fweetly and artfully touched, were drowned 
Vot, XVIL, 424. 2F jp 
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in the noife of confufed laughing, and mingled converfation, of 
which I myfelf had the honour to be in fome degree the theme, 

You muft know, Sir, lam one of thofe unfortunate perfoy 
whom the common people of England derifively call my Lorp: 
Added to this natural deformity, were the imperfeCtions of olf 
age, by which my figure was full more contracted, my gait tre 
mulous, and all my motions awkward ; this could not but prove 
a fruitful fource of ridicule. Yonder, faid one to another, fits, 
hero of adifterent kind. True, anfwered his companion ; bit 
methinks the diftinétion would be more confpicuous, if the ol 
gentleman. were graced with muftaches. He wants nothing buta 
turban, faid a third, tolook like a Turkifh Bafhaw. It would 
highly proper, added a fourth, to hang him round with bells, tha 
their fhrill and melodious notes might announce the entrance of 
gueft fo venerable. 

Thus, dear Sir, I appeal to common fenfe and common hu. 
manity, whether their reflections might not have been more 
pleafingly and ufefully employed in {uggefting that the fame hand 
which formed me, likewife formed them ; and that by rendering 
the infirmities of their fpecies the fubject of farcafm and ridicule, 
they infult the wife economy of providence, which is falutary in 
all its procedures, and beneficent in all its ends. 

But, I fear, this paper may demand a larger {pace in your 
work, than it is entitled to by its intrinfic merit ; permit me there- 
fore abruptly to fubicribe myfelf, your moft obedient humble 


fervant. 
: ADAM EARD-APPLE, 


Broughton. 





An ANECDOTE, 


A’ Negre-Pelifle, a {mall town, about fix miles from Mont- 
auban, in France, the inhabitants, on the 14th of July, the 
day of the Federation, difplayed a liberality of fentiment which 
reflects honour, not only on theinfelves, but on the age in which 
we live. ‘The national guard of this little town and its environs, 
were allembled to take the national oath. Half of the inhabi- 
tants being Proteftants, and the other half Catholics, the Curé 
and the Proteftant minifter afcended together one altar, which 
had been erected by the citizens, and adminiftered the oath to 
their 
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their refpective parifhioners at the fame moment, after which, 
Catholics and Proteftants joined in finging Te Deum. 

Surely religious worfhip was never performed more truly in 
the fpirit of the Divine Author of Chriftianity, whofe great pre- 
cept is that of univerfal love! Surely the incenfe of praife was 
never more likely to afcendto Heaven, than when the Catholics 
and Proteftants of Negre-Peliffe offered it together ! 

This amiable community when their devotions were finifhed, 
walked in proceflion to a fpot where fire-works had been pre- 
pared ; and, it being confidered as a mark of honour to light the 
fire-works, the office was referved for Monfieur le Cure, who 
however, infifted on the participation ot the proteftant minifter in 
this diftinétion ; upon which the minifter received a wax taper 
from the Curé, and with him led the proceffion, ‘The fire-works 
reprefented two trees. One, twifted and diftorted, was emble- 
matical of ariftocracy, and was foon entirely confumed ; when a 
tall ftraight plant, figurative of patriotifm, appeared to rife from 
the afhes of the former, and continued to burn with undiminifhed 


fplendour. 
When we look back on the ignorance, the fuperftition, the bar- 
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barous perfecutions of Gothic times, is it not fomething to be 
thankful for, that we exift at this enlightened period, when fuch 
evils are no more; when particular tenets of religious belief are 
imputed as crimes ; when the human mind has made as many im= 
portant difcoveries in morality as in fcience, and liberality of fen- 
timent is cultivated with as much fuccefs as arts and learning ? 
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Extraéts from the Secret Memoirs of Robert, Count de Pa- 
rades, written by Himfelf, on coming out of the Ba/ile. 
Serving to fupply fome important Faéls for the Hiflory of 
the late War; and containing an Account of his Tranf- 
attions, as a Spy in England, with the real Caufes of the 
Failure of the ever memorable Expedition againft Ply- 
mouth, in 1779. 


(Continued from Page 219.) 
At the end of January 1779, I left the Thames with the in- 


tention of joining a fleet of merchant-men, which were 
waiting fora convoy in the Downs; but as they were not yet 
2F 2 ready 
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ready to fai), I went and anchored at Spithead, _The whole Eng. 
lith fleet were laying there at anchor, in no order. The trial of 
Admiral Keppel which happened foon afterwards, increafed a kind 
of defertion of the fhips, as the principal officers were upon the 
court-martial ; I got in at night and anchored in the midft of the 
fleet, without exciting the leaft fufpicion. ‘This circumftance, 
put into my: head a fcheme, which I haftened to communicate to 
the Minifter ; and therefore failed to France. 

I propofed to him to fit out two fire-fhips at Breft, with all ex. 
pedition, which I would bring into Portfmouth along with m 
fhip as two prizes ; that whilft I entered with one of thefe fire. 
fhips by Spithead, the other fhould pafs by the Needles, and get 
in during the night at the turn of the tide ; that the fleet fhould be 
fet on fire at each end at the fame time, which would infallibly 
confume the whole. I added, that the leaft that could happen to 

.thofe fhips that fhould not be burnt, would be their running 
a-ground; fince it being in the middle of the night, they could 
only cut their cables, and then they would be wrecked before they 
could unfurl their fails to manage the fhips as the anchorage at 
Spithead was narrow, and would not admit of their being either 
carried out by the tide, or failing out in the night without danger, 

I engaged to take the direction of one of the fire-fhips ; and 
my Captain agreed to take charge of the other, upon condition 
that he fhould be paid 25,000. fterling, and have a penfion fettled 
upon him by the King, of 12,000 livres, to be paid in France, 
where he was afterwards to live. I moreover propofed to the 
Minifter to get another veflel fitted out with 200 foldiers to land, 

under convoy of two frigates and a man of war, and take pof- 
feffion at the fame time of the fortrefs of Hurft-Caftle, which 
commands the paflage of the Needles. 

__ M. de Sartine approved cf the fcheme, and fent orders to Breft, 
for fitting out two large fire-fhips. He ordered me to concert 
the neceiiary arrangements for facilitating the taking of Ply- 
mouth by furprife, in cafe they fhould be inclined to make the at- 
tempt, at the fame time that they were proceeding againft the 
Englifh ficet. He confirmed the promifes that I had made to my 
Captain, and fome officers, who were not to receive their rewards 
but in cafe of fuccefs, 

I returned and embarked near Havre, where my fhip was wait- 
ing for me, She had been loaded with brandy in my abfence, ac- 
cording to my directions. I appeared the next day at the entranc¢ 
of the Neculcs, and in the evening I unloaded all the goods I had 
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‘on board, in the fort, with as little fufpicion and as much eafe, as 
I had done before. 

‘ ‘The whole merchant fleet that had rendezvouzed in the Downs, 
together with that of the Eaft India Company, being upon the 
point of failing, I fent intelligence of it to M, de Sartine, who or- 
dered a fquadron to be in readinefs at Brett, to intercept it. 

In the mean time I was called up to London, by a very dif- 
agreeable occurrence. I had loaded with goods for Breft, a 
Spanifh veffel of 200 tons burden ; I was to freight her for three 
months at the rate of a rool. fterling per month; the Captain 
had bound himfelf by the charter-party, to touch at all the ports 
that I chofe to fend him to, in the courfe of his voyage from Lon- 
don to Spain, on being paid three louis-d’ors a day, for every time 
he fhould put into the harbour. , | commiffioned a banker in Lone 
don, upon whom I thought I could rely, to fee the cargocompleated, 
She was loaded with 40 tons of beer, 40 tons of copper, and the 
reftin lead : every ton of copper put on board, coft me 2000 livres; 
the King paid at Breft about 5000 livres for it; fo that 
upon the 40 tons, I fhould have gained a profit of 120,000 livres 
(5oool.) It wasa good fpeculation, but attended with rifk, fince 
there was a prohibition, under a very heavy penalty, againft export~ 
ing from England fheet-copper for the purpofe of theathing hips, 
which {till continues. I was obliged to tell my banker and the 
Spanifh Captain, where the fhip was intendedto go. The lading 
was put on board, whilft I was out upon my laft journey to Paris. 
On my return to Portfmouth, [ received advice from the Admi- 
ralty, that the Spanifh Captain had told them, that the fhip was 
freighted for Breft. His object in this information was to get the 
cargo forfeited, and come in fora fhare of it. ‘The perfonat the 
Admiralty who was in my intereft, fent an exprefs to me, to come 
upto London immediately, in order to avert the danger which 
threatened me, Very luckily, I loft no time, for if I had ftaida 
day longer, I fhould have been toolate. I applied to my banker, 
who had thipped the goods (he was to go fhares in the profits 
arifing from the cheat, as I afterwards found). I offered to let the 
bills of lading go under his name, or to fell him the goods. He 

preferred this laft propofal, upon terms very difadvantageous to 
me ; but as there was no time to lofe, I complied with every thing 
hechofe; I loft 25,000 livres upon the original coit, and I was 
befides forced to pay all the expences of unloading and moving 
the goods, together with the freight of the veffel, the fame as if 
the had gone her voyage. I loft by this adventure about = louis 
OFS, 
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d’ors, inftead of gaining 6000, which I fhould have done, if I had 
not had to deal with a couple of knaves. 

A few days after I received another check, which occafionedme 
lefs lofs, but more alarm. When I went from Portfmouth to 
London, I had ordered my Captain to go and wait for me at Mar. 
gate, where I was to join him again ; he went there, and the day 
that I arrived, I found him upon ihore, with fome people belonging 
to the fhip, who had come to meet me. It was night and we all 
flept on fhore. About two o’clock in the morning, I was awakened 
by the Captain, who entered my room, in his fhirt, with a candlg 
in his hand, and came up to my bed, faying to me in a low voice; 
«< Count, we are undone, there is a ftate-meflenger in my room, 
who is juft arrived, he is writing fomethipg, and will apprehend 

ou in a minute. I am arrefted, fee here are my guards.” “What, 

* (faid 1), we are betrayed then?” “ It muft be fo, (faid he), I got 
out of bed to drefs myfelf, frightened, as was natural in fucha 
fituation.” “Perhaps there is a chance of getting out of this 
fcrape, (faid the Captain), I know the ftate-meflenger, he is a great 
friend of the governor’s . Stopa moment, while I go and 
fpeak to him.” In two minutes he came back to tell me, “ that 
it was in my power to fave us both, that the meflenger demanded 
1000). fterling, that he would then fay that he miffed us, and that 
we were got out to fea, at the time he arrived.” A thoufand 
pounds, (faid I), he fhall have the money,” and immediately put 
into his hand two bank notes, 500]. each; in confequence of 
which the mefienger went away. We immediately dreffed our- 
felves, and, without lofs of time, repaired to the fhip. _ Befides 
this, I was obliged to give a few guineas to the pilot, in order to 
prevail upon him to weigh anchor, as it was night. 

All forts of fhips and veflels whatever, are obliged to take upa 
pilot, when they enter the ‘Chames, or go from London ; from the 
moment he gets on board, he is a matter, if he has a mind to ftop, 
the Captain has it not in his power to force him to go on; he has 
h:lf-a-guinea for every foot of water which the veticl draws; if 
the fhip is wrecked, or fhe fuffers any injury, the company of pi- 
Jots is refponfible, which is the reafon, why they very feldom fail 
jn the river during the night. 

A .couple of. days afterwards we anchored in the Downs. 
I thought it would be beft to put out to fea; but my Captain in- 
fifted upon ftaying with. the flect there, afluring me that we had 
nothing more to fear, 
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He was very fure of it, for it was only a trick which he had 
played to rob me of the money. One of his friends was the 
pretended ftate-meflenger, as 1 was informed two months after- 
wards by a nephew of his, whom he had ufed ill, and who, to be 
revenged of him, came and told me the fraud, in which he had 
borne apart. I never once fpoke to his uncle about it, being 
afraid, that when he found himfelf detected, he would be induced 
to play me fome worfe tricks. 

The fleet of merchant fhips having reeeived orders to depart, 
I fet fail, and got to the mouth of the Channel 24 hours before 
them. I fell in off Ufhant with a fleet of French merchantmen, 
coming from St. Domingo, part of which were fteering to Havre 
and St. Malo, whither they were bound: there came ona dead 
calm here, which lafted for three days. ‘The force of the current 
drove down upon me two of thefe thips, each 500 tons burden.— 
I hailed them, and warned them of the danger they were in, ad- 
vifing them to tack about and put into Breft. I {poke to five of 
them in this manner, one after the other; they anfwered they 
would follow my advice, and the reft of the fleet fhould do alfo. 
I ftrdve as much as I could to get into Breft, during the calm, but 
I found it impoflible, notwithftanding the lightnefs of my fhip. 
This was a lucky circumitance for the French veflels, for when 
the calm was over, inftead of following my advice, they failed for 
the Ci:annel. 

I was fo vexed .at their bad conduét, that I fired a broad-fide 
upon each, and forced them to change their courfe. Two amongtt 
them, of 500 tons burden, that had got farther up the Channel 
than the reft, ran a-ground in attempting to fave themfelves.— 
I wounded fome of their men, and forced the others to enter 
Breft, by the paflage du Four. In paffing before Berthaume, 
I fellin with two frigates as they were coming out of the Gullet. 
I threw out the fignal for fpeaking. They laid to, and faid they 
were fent out in purfuit of a privateer, that committed great ra- 
vages on their coaft, Upon telling them that I was the privateer 
they were in purfuit of, they caft anchor. After I had brought 
my fhip into the harbour, 1 went to Count d’Orvilliers to inform 
him of the failing of the Englifh fleet of merchantinen, of the 
courfe they were to fteer, and of the different places of rendez- 
vous. He fent out a fquadron of fix men of war and {feveral fri- 


gates to cruife in the latitude in which the Enelifh convoy were 
s p 


to leave the fleet under their care. 
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Information was received about a fortnight afterwards, that 
whilft the f{quadron from Breft was cruifing in the latitude above. 
mentioned, the fleet of Englifh merchantmen paffed fo near them 
at ten o’clock at night, as to difcover by their lights who they 
were 5, in confequence of which they crowded fail and changed 
their courfe. In the morning, at the break of day, the French 
fquadron defcribed three fhips lagging behind, which they took, 
and learnt from them that they were a part of a large flect of mer. 
chantmen, which were only convoyed by a fingle man of war.— 
If the French fquadron had got there two hours later in the even. 
ing, or the Englifh ficet two hours fooner, they would probably 
have been all taken ; but nobody was to blame for this. 


(To be continued.) 





A Sermon in Praife. of Swearing in Converfation. 


& And frall SWEAR by his Name.” 
Deut. vi. 13.---The latter part of the verfe, : 


By Mrs. Covier, 
HERE isa fet of men in the world, who need only be known 
in order to be defpifed; men, who are a conftant fubjectt 
for ridicule, and juftly the-derifion of the gay and more refined 
part of the human fpecies : men who are fo ftupid, as to be more 
enamoured with the pleafure of a benevolent action, mére charmed 
with giving joy to the helplefs and miferable, with drying up the 
tears of the diftrefled, or foothing the agonies of the burfting heart, 
than with the lordly pride of wanton power, than in rendering the 
wretched more wretched, than with {purning at patient’ mierit, or 
even the fatisfaction of racking tenants, hoarding wealth, or all 
the high gratification of a debauch; more delighted with the 
vifionary pleafure of indulging their own reflections, and: the ap- 
plaufe of a good confcience, than with the charms of a bottle, the 
tranfports afforded by the lafcivious wanton,~ or all the high- 
wrought indulgences of aluxurious appetite. Aind, in one word, 
to {um up their character, more afraid of a falfe or even an unne- 
ceflary oath, than of the point of a fword. 

It is with thefe poor mean fpirited wretches, that I am now to 
combat, in order to fhew the great advantages that attend a ftrit 
compliance ‘with the injunction in my text, “ And thou fhalt 
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fwear by his name.” J fhall not here take up your time in, ex- 
amifling the context, or even ia confidering what is. meant by the 
command in my text, which fome would confine to the necefla y 
oaths, takenin a court.of judicature ; but, like all found divines, 
and.in compliance with the cultom of all good commentators and 
difputants, confider the paflage before us in that latitude wuich is 
moit adapted to anfwer my particular defign. 

One man takes his text, and endeavours, with the moft elabo- 
rate eloquence, to prove, that the Bible he preaches from is a work 
not fitto be read ; that it never was defigned for the inftruction 
of fuch blockheads as his audience, who, by looking into it, in« 


' cur damnation. What concerns all to know, mutt be read by 


none but the prieft, or whom he fhall appoint. How glorious that 
revelation, which, in the hands of the multitude, points the way 
to mifery, but, in thofe of the church, to eternal life! It is the 
alone, who can infallibly inform us, that love, and charity, and 
compaflion, and tendernefs, fo often mentioned in that old booky 
the Bible, mean fpite, and hatred, and inquifition, and burning 
faggots. 

Another, with pious fnuffle, and all the moving force of fighs 
and groans, prove that the God of truth is the God of, falfhood ; 
and finding his {cheme contradicted by the language of fcripture, 
from fcripture nicely diftinguifhes between a revealed anda fecret 
will, both oppofite, both contradictory to each other. Scripture 
he proves to bea lye; his opinion he proves to be true from fcrip- 
ture. He wifely turns out common fenfe, to make rvom for 
grace, ‘He degrades reafon as being in league with the devil, 
and, in the pious ardour of his heart, faves himfelf the trouble of 
thinking, and cries out—“ I believe, becaufe it is impoffible.” 
Yedeifts rejoice in thefe your friends! Admit them into your fo- 
cieties! T hey, like you, can darken truth, they have aflifted you 
in fetting fragment againft fragment ; and, when the dazzling 
fun-beams fhine too bright, can witely clofe their eyes. Let me 
too be permitted to rank myfelf on this fide, and, countenanced 
by fuch great authorities, to take a text that fuits my prefent pur- 
pole, regardleis of every other paflage that may be fuppofed to 
contradadt it : nay, regardlefs of the text itfelf, any further than as 
it may ferve for a plaulible introduction to what I have to offer. 

Itis fufficient, therefore, that we have here a command to iwear 
by the name of God; which I thall take, in the common and 
vulgar fenfe of the word f{wearing, to mean, not only ali matiner of 
Vow XVIL 424. 2G oaths, 
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oaths, but whatever goes: under the denomination of fwearing® in 
converfation, as oaths; curfes, and imprecations. 

‘In treating this fudject I fhall confider, 

-J..The many advantages‘attending the frequent ufe of oaths, 
ctirfes, and imprecations; in which will be fufficiently proved, the 
falfenefs of that affertion, that fwearing is attended with neither 
pleafure nor profit. 

If. Arifwer fome objections.’ Aid, 
“If. Makéa fuitable application. 


-I. Jam to confider the many advantages ariling from a frequent 
ufe of oaths, ‘curfes, and imprecations. 

In the firft place, this genteel accomplifhmient is a wonderful 
help to difcourfe;«as-it fupplies the want of’ good fenfe, learning, 
afd eloquence: ‘The ilfiterate'and ftupid, by the help of' oaths, 
become orators ; 2nd he whofe wretched intellects would not per 
mit him to utter a coherent féntence, by this'eafy practice, excites 
the'laughter; and fixes: the attention, of a- brilliant and joyous 
circle. He begins a ftory, he is loft in a vacuity of thought, and 
would inftantly, to his eternal difhanour, become filent, aid nota 
feries of oaths and impretations give him time to gather up, or 
rather feek the thread of his difcoutfe ; ‘he begins again, again he 
is loft; but‘having complimented his ftiends, by calling for eternal 
damnation on them all, he has thought’ what to fay next, and finds 
himfelf able to procéed with a fentence or two.more. Thus he 
{till talks on, whilé thought follows flowly after. Bleft expedient! 
by the ufe of which polite converfation glides on uninterrupted, 
while foundis happily fubftituted in the place of fenfe: by this, 
mankind communicate familiar noifés to each other, with as little 
inte!le&ual ability and labour, as a pack of well-matched hounds; 
fo often the objeét of their delight and admiration !-O how pre- 
pofteroufly abiurd then! how falfe, and contrary to experience,is 
that ridiculous 2flertion, that fwearing is attended with neither 
pleafure nor profit | For what higher pleafare, what greater profit 
and advantage~ can 2 man enjoy, than to firid, that, “ in fpite of 
nature, who has.directed him to be fHent,’” he can hear himfelf 
talk—talk without ftammering, or drawling out each fentence, 
that lags behind to wait ori thought. Ye idiots rejoice! ye cox- 
combs, whofe coftive brain never dictated the flowing fentiment, 
be glad ;- Ye, whom learning never fired, in ftupid ignorance loft, 
exult ! Bleft with eafe and indolence, you talk, and thofe, like you, 
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admire; while liftening demons clap their wings, and grin ap- 


plaufe. 


Forgive me, Sirs, if, fired with my fubje&, I lofe' my ufual mo-~ 


deration ; -for who can help being warmed at the méntion of fuch 
glorious advantages as thefe ? Advantages, which’level the con= 
verfation of the mighty, arid raife the oratory of the carman and 
the porter. Here the loweft frequently excel ; the plowmani, 
with clouted fhoes, outvies his competitors, and practifes the vices 
of the gentleman, with more fuccefs than thelord of the manor ; 
or the {plendid courtier, though adorned-withttar and garter.— 
Here no abilities, no learning, no ftudious hours are required.to 
attain perfe@tion. Tropes and figures, all the flowers of ‘oratory, 
all the pedantry of the {chodls, are vain and ufelefs trumpery, com- 

ared to thefe ornaments : they require pains and ftudy,-nor can 
fe applied without judgment, and the toil of reading what are 
foolithly’calléd the'ingénious and polite authors ; but {wearing is, 
as Phave ‘fitd, learning to the ighorarit, eloquence to the bluck- 


head, vivacity:to.the ftupid; aad wit to the coxcomb. . 


Secondly, Oaths and curfes are a proof of a moft heroic cou- 


tage, at leaft in: appearance, which-anfwers the fame“end. 


For 


who can doubt the valour, the, intrepidity of him who braves the 
moft formidable being: in the unwerle, and treats withcontempt that 


all-enlivening principle, which fuftains and animates the 


whole 


créatién ? “To what a-noble‘clation is the heart of the coward 
confcious, when he thus defies the Almighty, arid imprecates the 
fires of hell! Let the bluftering bully domineer, let him roar out 


‘his curfes, and threaten all who dare provoke the vengeance 
potent'arm ; let him terrify bya furly frawn, and intimidate 


of his 
when, 


with portly gait, he vents ten thoufand vaths. and curfes on the 
wretch who impudently prefumes to oppofe his mighty will—who 


‘dares doubt his courage? Whocan believe, that the cane, 


or the 


toe;- when duly-applied, have fach magic power, as to make him 
twift and writhe -himfelf like a ferpent, till, with this exercife, 
his‘joints, and his mind, become fo fupple, that he c2n bend and 
cringe, and afk pardon? Let the meek foldicr boaitt his deeds of 
war, and with’ oaths and ‘execratiofis.lace the felf-flatt€ring tale ; 
who can believe that fo greata-hero fhould have an aatipathy to 
the fight of fteel? Or that he, who challenges the blaiting 
lightning to fall on his head, would tremble, and turn pale, at the 
flath of a piftol? No, this muftneyer be imagined.; for can it 
befuppofed that he has lefs bravery iti the field than.in the tavern? 


A 


With thefe bluftering expletives, then, the coward may ftrut and 


look 
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Jook big, and every minute give proofs of an invincible courage; 
lie may bravely fport with that being whofe frown would make the 
heavens and earth to tremble; he may feem to fnatch the ven. 
geance from his uplifted hand, and throw it on his foe ; he may 
invoke the wrath of Heaven; and who can imagine that heis 
afraid of death, when he is continually calling for all the horrays 
of Hell? } 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





Anfwer, by Sciolus, of Briftol, te W. Lutterloh’s Queftion, inferted 
November 1. 


UT aand b= the two given numbers refpectively, and x= 
the greater, and y= the lefler of the required. ones. Then 
per queftion, x*+ y* =a, and xy+x=b; from the Jaft of thefe 





x=b+y+ 1, which fubftituted in the‘firft, we obtain, after due 


reduction, y* + 2y? + I-a X y*—-2ay=a-b’, in numbers y*-+ 2y— 
50.28 y*—102. 56y—=—8 58.3456, where by any of the methods 
of feries, y will be found =4.2, and then x= 5.8, the numbers 


required. If y had been exterminated then would x*4 1~ax 
x*— 2bx=—b’. 


*|* We have received the like anfwer from.G, Webb and 
S. Hill, of Dawlith ; W. Upjohn, Shafton; Fidelio, of Bath; | 
W. Muilings, Silverton; W. Stephens,’ St. Hillary ; W.Dz 
vies, Gluvias; Collan Skewes, Gwennap ; and R. Gilbert, of 
Crediton. 





Anfwer,. by W. Upjohn, of Shafton, to Lady Thomas’s Enigma, ie 
jerted November 22. — 


AIL SILENCE ! Hail! thou mind ferene, 
Thou liv’ft in yon fequefter’d green, 
Reclufe fron every noife ; 
Secur’d with thee, in calm repofe, 
I’dfoon forget life’s tranfient woes, 
And momentary joys. 
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*t We have received the like anfwer from John Tucker 5; 
Juventus, and Philomyfticus, Lifkeard ; Juba; J. Yabbicorn, 
T. Hannaford junior, and Chriftiana, Totnes; G. Hix, Wefton 
Zoyland ; T. Giles, Bridgewater; Furze Stub, Long Moor ; 
J. Whiteway, Dartington ; W. Upjohn, of Shafton; J.K.C. 
S. Hill, and G. Weob, Davwlith ; S. Major, Colyton; T. Gill 
junior, Stythians 5 J. Stephens, St. Enoder; Mofes Hill, Afhbur- 


ton; and Amico Crewkernientis, 





7 v 


4 CHARADE, by W. Mullings, of Silverton. 


ONSCIENCE doth in. my firft refide, 
And oft ’tis loaded high with pride; 
. My next-is, in the failing line, . 
Which you. with eafe will foon define : 
My whole the ladies often wear, 
And am a mark amongtit the fair. 





AMR BOOP Bg 


Female that rambles maids’ fortunes to tell; 
The country in which old Ulyffes did dwell ; 

A river oblivious as poets have feign’d ; 
A {mall living creature whofe fting gives us pain 5 
The place whither Jacob’s fon Jofeph was fold ; 
What's highty rever’d by the young and the old ; 
And laftly:aplant'that in China doth grow : 
Cement the initials, my name they will thew. 


*{* It appears that the Sonnet to Urania, inferted in our Enter- 
tainer of Febriiary. 14, was a forgery, it not being the produttion o 
J. Reynolds, of Falmouth, Mr. Reynolds has fent us avery jitfty 
though avery fevere Criticifm on that Piece, the chief Reafon for the 
infertion of which was to oblige the fuppofed Writer. But the length 
of his Remarks obliges us to decline inferting them, though we acknow- 
ledge that they do Credit to the Abilities of the Writer. 

It Tbe Lufertion f the Letter figned Candour could anfwer no 
good purpofey and might, perhaps, have abad Effect on the common 


Herd, 
POETRY. 
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Written’ by ‘@ Youn Lavy. 3 


ITH various beauties’ flufh’d ch’ autumnal fky, 
The azure morn deceives the fpértfinian’s eye 5 
From field to field the: frighted partridge ‘flies, 
Hot in purfuit the ‘eagerfportimai hies 5 ~~ 
The tubes well-pointed ftrike the fragglers down, 
In deaths horrific, {truggle on the ground ; 
A reverend divine recé.ves the game, 
Safe in bis.net depofits'he.the fame; - 
As happy in the acquifition thea ; 
As tho’ he had. converted fons of men 3. ° : 
Fluth’d with fuccefs, with double yigour fir’d, 
And joyfulin purfuit.they ne’er are tir’d, .. 

But fies alas! what thert-liv’d ‘pleafureés yield ! 
The fun’s o’ercaft, and gloomy are:the fields ; 
A growling, awful noife, whenheard.in.airs.: 
Portends fome dire cataftrophe is near ; 

With teeming clouds the {udaen ftorm appears, 
And ftrikes the {portimen with terrific fears ; 
The black’ning fky a baneful influence fheds 
Of fulph’reous quality around their heads-; 
A prelude this—they like the partridge ly— 
No fhelter near—but death before the eye ; 
Sudden the thunder’s loud, tremendous roar, 
Made the poor parfon fear the Stygian fhore; 
As hereon earth he longer with’d to ftay, 
‘To thew the folks to Heaven, and lead the way ; 
‘ . . 
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‘Their courage‘now was gone, and; in defpair, 
Their guns, their belts, they flung away with fear; 
The careful parfon grafp’d the much lov’d prey, 
In hopes to eat—fhould it not prove doom{-day ; 
And fo acrofs his wrifts the birds he flung, 

Whofe motions kept good time with his fad tongue; 
One fift, one open hand, to Heaven he lifts, 
Almoft of breath, of fenfe, of fpeech bereft ; 

In vain he calls his brother fportfmen near, 

For they, like him, were petrefied with fear ; 

At length a wheat-ftitch caught his tearful eyes, 
And fora fhelter to the place he flies ; 

Behold him naw, within his pulpit ftand, 

With eyes uplifted, facrifice in hand, 

But nota fingle auditor to hear— 

The theep were fcatter’d by the fhepherd’s fear 5 
When lo! as they far off efpy’d his head, 

Juft peeping from the flightly cover’d thed, 

Burft a loudlaugh—then rear’d the thaanders loud, 
And ftopp’d the laughter of the tremblirig croud ; 
Down came the rutting hail, immenfely big, 

And crufh’d the alderman’s poor bob-tail wig ; 
Adown difhevell’d flows the flaky hair, 

Which {peaks the noddle lab’ring with defpair 5 
For thame, my mufe ! t’impart {uch prophanation, 
Of worfhip’s bob-wig—of the corporation. 


Amidft dire elements contending ftand ; 

His little white wig hangs ‘in difmal-plight, 

The hair all ftands an end with dire affright ; 

It did with difficulty keep its ftation, 

As tho’ it felt its mafter’s agitation. 

Next comes in hafte one wriggling with defpair, 
Like Mungo fluttering-here, there, every where 5 
He tacks about to avoid the ftorm’s foul play, 
But was he under fhelter he’d not flay: 

Next comes a bluft’rer, with his blund’ring pate, 
Waiting with wonder what may be/his fate ; 
Were his dear Cafs but fafe, his merry vein 
Would burft with laughter at the fearful train; 
Courage he has—when danger is not near, 





But with the trembling throng now droops with fear: 
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Stil] do the heav’ns with direful horror.found, 
And black’ning clouds portend deftruction round ; 
Like as a fea the fields and plains o’erflow, 

Blue lightnings flafh, Borean tempeits blow ; 
Horrid the fcene! Aghaft! In difmal plight, 

All :faces pale, and all a haplefs fight ; 

Thro’ bogs and quagmires waddling like the ducks, 
Come the poor parfon, alderman, and bucks, 

A hofpitable dame inviting ftands, 

And luckly on the threfhold foon they land 
Dropping with wet; the dame, with kind intent, 
To th’ alderman her petticoat fhe lent, 

Becaufe no drawers could be found compleat, 
All round the place to fit his worthip’s feat ; 

In flannel petticoat he fits with grace, 

As tho’ he fill’d his jufticefhip’s high place ; 

Not in his fcarlet gown—that’s laid afide ; 

Strip’d flannel petticoat is now his pride ; 

The worthy dame with hafte prepares good cheer, 
The flowing bow! recals the parfon’s tear, 

He then, forgetting all paft tribulation, 

Smileth amidft his jovial congregation. 

Keep then within the bounds of moderation ; 
Let not your aétions differ from your ftation ; 
When the laft thunders roll around your heads, 
You'll find no fafety under wheat-ftitch fheds. 





#48 








ON FAS H I,O-N. 


= HERE were female magicians in days of old fame, 
But I'll thew you a modern one, Fafhion by name 5 
Whofe caprice is as ftrange as her power’s enormous, 
And forms and transforms, and does all but reform us ; 
Gives us maxims today which to morrow we {cout, 
‘Turns our heads upfide down, and our minds infide out ; 
Bids us tafte and diftafte, bids us do and undo ; 

Makes the neweft things old, and the oldeit things new; 
Now lengthens our coats till they {wing and they fweep, 
Like the wool-weighty tail of a Lincolnthire theep, 

Now chops ’em and crops ’em, and buttons ’em tight, 
Till welook like game cocks ready trimm’d for the fights 
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